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countries hurriedly prepared for it. Napoleon poured troops into Prussia and sent large consignments of arms to the duchy of Warsaw; Alexander hastened to complete the reorganization of the Russian military force and massed his armies on the western border. There was much open and surreptitious diplomatic activity, Austria and Prussia pursuing, as in the past, a devious course. Early in 1812 Napoleon concluded military alliances with Prussia (February 24, N.S.) and Austria (March 14, N.S.), but both Frederick and Metter-nich gave Alexander secret assurances that the participation of their countries in a war against Russia, if war was to come, would be purely nominal. At the end of 1811 the tsar sought the cooperation of his former minister of foreign affairs, Prince Adam Czartoryski, in winning over to the Russian side the duchy of Warsaw. He suggested the restoration of the kingdom of Poland under the scepter of the Russian emperor, who was to assume the title of king of Poland. Prince Adam, however, realized that this vague offer would not commend itself to his countrymen, whose mistrust of Russia was deep-rooted and only too well justified by past experience. Ignorant of Napoleon's profound indifference towards the independence of their country, the Poles had come to look upon him as their liberator. Czartoryski, therefore, gave Alexander no encouragement, and declined to participate in the execution of his project. Russia was more successful in her negotiations with Sweden. A treaty concluded with that country in April, 1812, removed the danger of a Swedish attack on Finland and St. Petersburg, in exchange for Alexander's promise to support the Swedish claim to Norway as a compensation for the territory ceded to Russia in 1809.
Of great practical importance was the timely termination .of the war in which Russia and Turkey had been involved since 1806. Political and economic confusion in the Porte, military victories won by Russian armies after Kutuzov's appointment as supreme commander on the Turkish front (1811), and the abandonment of Alexander's claim to Moldavia and Wallachia permitted the conclusion of peace, in spite of Napoleon's anti-Russian agitation at Constantinople. By the Treaty of Bucharest (May 28, 1812, N.S.) the Porte ceded Bessarabia to Russia; the status quo ante bellum was restored on the Caucasian frontier of Turkey, Russian troops withdrawing from the Black Sea port of Anapa, which they had previously occupied.6 In
6 Russian expansion in the Caucasus led to a war with Persia. The annexation